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TOP 5  
NEWS STORIES
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Lake surface area: 26,53km2

Lake length: 14.6km
Lake width: 0.8 to 3.2km
Length of shoreline: 40km
Average depth: 41m
Water volume: 1,124,500,000m3

150,000 paragliding flights

Highest point: 2351m (Tournette)

Lowest point: 448m 

Number of tourist beds: 50,700 
Number of overnight tourist stays per year:  

5.6 million 

Area with 9 Michelin stars: Laurent Petit (3), 

Yoann Conte & Jean Sulpice (2), 

Florian Favario & Stéphane Dattrino (1).

Best Craftspeople in France award: 3
Pierre Gay, Philippe Rigollot, Pauvert Traiteur

ALL YEAR ROUND
CRUISES ON LAKE ANNECY
ARE NOW POSSIBLE!

La Compagnie des Bateaux, taken over by Philippe 
Gausset in early 2020, has introduced a major 
innovation. From this winter, locals and holiday makers 
alike will be able to enjoy Lake Annecy on a boat 
cruise… all year round! Using different boats from the 
fleet, the Compagnie des Bateaux will provide lake 
tours throughout the winter, and especially using their 
latest acquisition: Amiral, a hybrid boat. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Open: every day during the winter | During the period 
from 06/01 to 13/02, weekend trips only |
From €15.80 | www.bateaux-annecy.com  

THE BAIE DE TALLOIRES
IS STAYING OPEN THIS WINTER 

This autumn and throughout the winter, some hotel 
and restaurant owners have decided to extend their 
offers across the seasons. There are two renowned 
establishments in particular that will stay open: Abbaye 
de Talloires and Auberge du Père Bise.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Abbaye de Talloires | Open until 31/12 |  
reopening on 05/02/21 | www.abbaye-talloires.com 
Auberge du Père Bise | Open until Sunday 20/12 at 
midday | Reopening Thursday 28/01 in the evening |  
All Saints’ Day: gourmet restaurant closed from 18/10  
in the evening and reopening on Saturday 24/10 at 
lunchtime | www.perebise.com 

NOT TO BE MISSED
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RE-OPENING OF YOANN CONTE’S
GOURMET RESTAURANT

In mid-September, Yoann Conte re-opened the doors 
to his gourmet restaurant, awarded 2 stars  
in the Michelin Guide. Due the pandemic in the summer, 
the chef pressed pause on his gourmet restaurant 
to offer his clients a “garden” menu. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION www.yoann-conte.com

AFTER GAINING 3 MICHELIN STARS
3 ECOTABLE MACARONS AWARDED TO LAURENT PETIT!

Le Clos des Sens is the first restaurant with 3 Michelin  
stars to also be awarded 3 Écotable macarons. Laurent 
Petit decided to join Écotable in 2020, which was a real 
endorsement. Laurent was very proud to achieve a duo  
of awards with 3 écotables and 3 Michelin stars. Ecotable 
is the leading award for French sustainable catering.  
It measures restaurants’ ecological consistency and awards 
one, two or three Écotable macarons, depending on how 
eco-friendly they are.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION www.closdessens.com

A €30,000 INVESTMENT
FOR THE PLANET… LES TRÉSOMS

The latest addition to the Droux family, an investment by  
the owners of Trésoms****, Véronique and Pascal, is a 750kg 
digester, measuring 1 x 2.6m. What is it for? To process all 
food waste (except plant-based waste): meat and fish, 
including fish bones and small animal bones, which enables 
waste to be considerably reduced in the establishment: 
from 100kg to 1kg. To get closer to the “zero waste” target, 
the establishment continues to favour suppliers who are 
dedicated to reducing their packaging. This is a real 
commitment to the planet and is an extension of the 
philosophy that this well-known establishment has been 
promoting for several years. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION www.lestresoms.com 



LA VILLA CAROLINE IN DUINGT

Head for the commune of Duingt on the banks 
of Lake Annecy to explore a new establishment 
dedicated to health and well-being, a unique concept 
in France. Several types of stays are offered to clients 
of Villa Caroline: ranging from a discovery day to a 
fasting stay. The objective of the all-inclusive offers is 
to help you relax and take care of yourself with healthy, 
energising, local, organic and seasonal food, through 
physical activities and a personalised programme  
with a naturopath, in order to “age better and  
slower”. Designed by Caroline and Gregory, the 
accommodation, with its colours of twine and glacé 
chestnuts, overlooks the lake to benefit from the 
garden and services on offer: spa, gym room, private 
beach, balneotherapy, library, home cinema, etc. 
One rule is imposed on the occupants: avoid  
making a disturbance (no TV or wifi). 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
From €2,600 per week per person all inclusive |  
Opens mid-November | Families with children aged 
16 years and over | www.villacaroline.net
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01 (RE) 
EXPERIENCE   

LAKE ANNECY 
THIS WINTER 

WALK IN AN ALPINE LAKE 
IN THE MIDDLE OF WINTER

The winter, both experienced and beginner  
walkers can take one or more introductory 
sessions in aqua walking, alongside Isabelle 
Lebourg, in Lake Annecy. Strengthening the 
immune system, a “detox” action for the body, 
improving balance, breathing, muscular strength... 
These are the benefits of winter aqua walking.  
The cold water will revitalise you, encourage your 
blood flow and strengthen your immune defences.  
Throwing yourself in the water in the winter, even 
in a wetsuit, shoes and neoprene webbed gloves, 
requires you to push yourself to brave the weather, 
but after this session the body will be completely 
loose, relaxed, and full of energy. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Every Friday from 11:45am to 12:45pm |  
Price: €20 per session |  
www.la-methode-pilates.com/marche-aquatique.html 

SLEEP IN AN IGLOO 
ONLY 20 MINUTES FROM ANNECY

Head to the summit of Semnoz, at an altitude of 1,600m, 
where Julien, a real enthusiast, welcomes his clients to  
a magical, unique and timeless location, only 20 minutes 
outside Annecy town centre. Eco-Bivouac is a ecologically 
designed base camp, which respects the main principles  
of sustainable development, and has up to 7 igloos. Spend 
an unforgettable evening with views, complemented by a 
snowshoe hike, a Savoyard meal and a vigil around the fire. 
For those who feel the cold, Alti Domes with their panoramic 
roof and wood-burner are also available as accommodation.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
From €139 per person, all-inclusive package | 
Free for under 6 years old | 16 years old reduced rates |  
www.alpes-bivouac.com

New!
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A NEW SETTING FOR WELL-BEING
AT THE AUBERGE DU PÈRE BISE 

After the renovation of all suites and bedrooms 
in the hotel at the beginning of September 2020, this Relais  
& Châteaux 5-star property opened a spa dedicated to lake 
relaxation in the Baie de Talloires-Montmin...  
This 480m2 spa, nestled on the edge of leafy grounds, blends 
in seamlessly with the Auberge’s architectural style, 
respecting the site’s authentic feel. This fun, relaxing site, 
arranged over two floors, features a treatment area, indoor 
pool with view of lake, steam room, sauna, sensory shower, 
plunge pool and outdoor jacuzzi.  
This space was designed in collaboration with the architect 
Xavier Salerio, to play with transparency, combining materials 
that create a sense of serenity: stone from the Burgundy 
region on the floor, lime on the walls, natural oak, exposed 
timber beams, linen curtains, wickerwork, etc.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.perebise.com/le-spa | Access to this well-being space 
is open to external clients on booking 
a facial or other treatment | Price: from €130  
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PADDLING ON LAKE ANNECY IN THE WINTER 
IS POSSIBLE!

Morning mist, crystal clear waters, soothing calm... An idyllic setting 
for a unique experience: a winter stand up paddle session on  
Lake Annecy. A relaxing and re-energising moment, surrounded  
by snow-capped mountains. Benoit will take you on a journey 
where unity between body and mind is what it is all about.  
For competitors, don’t miss the Glagla race: a Stand Up Paddle  
race with more than 600 participants, taking place  
from 22 to 24 January 2021.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
From €10/hour | www.ncy-sup.com 

A SURFING WAVE ON THE THIOU 

The project to create an artificial surfing wave on the Thiou River,  
just a hop and a step from the town centre, led by the organisation 
Surfeurs d’Eau Douce, will enter a full-size testing phase in autumn 
2020. A 100% eco-friendly wave, with a moveable structure was 
installed over the two years of experimentation at Cran-Gevrier.  
This project requires no change to the Thiou’s flow, as the wave  
will adapt to the natural flow of the river without using any  
energy. This location will thus become the leading natural 
developed spot for river surfing in the Auvergne  
Rhône-Alpes region.  
This discipline is rapidly growing worldwide from North  
America to Europe. From January 2021, experienced  
surfers will be able to surf, then from May, introductory  
sessions will be available. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
From the age of 12 upwards, under certain conditions: must be able 
to swim 50m and parents must be present up to the age of 16 | 
Access subject to availability | Contact the organisation to find out 
more about access and Prices | surfeursdeaudouce.com

New!

New!
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SKI ALONG THE SAME PISTES 
AS THE FRENCH RESISTANCE FIGHTERS
BY THE LIGHT OF A HEAD TORCH! 

Head for the plateau des Glières at 1,435m altitude, 
a place that is emblematic of the Resistance in  
Haute-Savoie, to ski on a famous nordic site.  
Going to Glières is like going back in time to (re)
discover the meaning of nature... Cross-country skiers 
get much enjoyment from covering, both day and 
night, the 29 km of groomed pistes that are only  
45 minutes from Annecy.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
domainenordiquedesglieres.com | Open daily | Season 
pass: €75 / €7.90 per day / €4 night pass | Shuttle 
buses possible from Annecy.

MEET ONE OF THE FOUNDER MEMBERS
OF A SKI RESORT
TALLOIRES-MONTMIN

Welcome to Talloires-Montmin, located at 1,200 m 
altitude, where you can explore a charming  
family-orientated resort, entirely eco-friendly  
and managed only by volunteers! Marcel Maniglier 
is one of the founding members. In the 1960s, as a child 
in the area, he decided to create a ski resort near 
his home, with his group of friends... 
Year after year, they put up and took down ski lifts in 
different places where they were authorised. Thanks to 
ski classes, the resort flourished and the ski lifts became 
permanent in 1984. Today, only 5 volunteers are needed 
for each day the resort is open: a snow tamper, ski-lift 
attendant, cashier and rental assistant... Marcel himself 
manages the opening and closing of the resort.  
This resort is 100% natural (without artificial snow)
and offers 2 ski-lifts serving 5 pistes: 2 green, 2 blue, 
1 red, 1 snowboard cross and 1 free rope-tow.  
A toboggan run is also available.

highlight Torch-lit ski descent in a friendly atmosphere, 
open to all, every Friday evening followed by night 
skiing until 9pm – during the February school holidays. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.montminnews.com/station-de-ski.html | €8 for an 
adult half-day pass | Resort open: Wednesdays and 
weekends outside of school holidays and every day 
during school holidays

02
SKI 2 HOURS AT A TIME ON SEMNOZ!

The Semnoz family-orientated ski resort, located 
at 1,700m altitude is offering an hourly rate.  
As it’s only 17km from the centre of Annecy, it’s 
therefore possible to benefit from both the lake 
and mountains in the same day! As well as its  
18 alpine ski pistes, the Semnoz ski resort is full 
of other activities: nordic skiing, marked trails 
for snow-shoeing (free of charge), all with 
uninterrupted views from Lac Léman to Lac 
du Bourget and from Mont-Blanc to the Jura…!  

Highlight A conveyor belt for beginners, 
accessible to all, 100% free.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.semnoz.fr | Pass: €9.20/2 hours |  
Shuttle buses possible from Annecy.

THE LAKE SEEN FROM BELOW!

Practise or take up free diving, listening to your body and feeling 
each movement, noise, and sensation. Get (back) in touch with 
yourself and savour the present moment. Whatever the temperature 

in the lake or the air: put on a neoprene wetsuit and follow Reda 
into the water that can be as cold as 6°C, to go on a journey 

that reconnects you with your senses, a unique shared 
moment. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
apneaswim.com | €79 for a 2 hour session

Stéphane 
Tourreau
An inhabitant of the 

Lake Annecy area, 
international silver-medallist 

in mono-fin free diving

Marcel Maniglier
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A “RETRO VINTAGE” ELECTRIC BIKE
DESIGNED IN ANNECY

Ateliers Heritagebike® was born from a desire  
by Xavier Wargnier and Guillaume Monsigny 
to create unique electric bicycle that rewrites the 
rulebook. United by a shared passion for fine 
mechanics and ecological concerns, they decided 
to create a very high-quality brand of electric 
bike. By gathering together six other enthusiasts, 
they made that dream a reality. The Heritage 
model combines technology, luxury, 
craftsmanship and French expertise.  
Their style is freely inspired by legendary 
motorcycles of the “Cruiser” type, and have 
already made an impression with the brand 
Fusalp for future partnerships. Two lines of 24 
bikes have already been launched since the end 
of lockdown... which have been quickly snapped 
up. With a frame hand-made in the Pyrénées, 
carbon fibre from Limoges and leather from 
Grand-Bornand, this is a bike that has been 

designed and assembled in France, 
that is close to being 100% French.  

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
From €8,900 |
www.ateliers-heritagebike.com

A HYBRID BOAT WILL SAIL ON LAKE ANNECY THIS WINTER

L’Amiral, the latest arrival for the Compagnie des Bateaux, will sail  
this winter on Lake Annecy. At 21m long by 5.5m wide, this new boat 
has the capacity to carry 150 people. Bikes will also be permitted 
during quieter periods.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION  Prices & times at www.bateaux-annecy.com

THE FUTURE “LABORATORY FOR TRANSITIONS” ANNECY

In the context of the changes that the town wishes to embark on over 
the next six years, mobility is one of the major concerns this autumn. 
As the town of Annecy wants to provide a cycling circuit around 
the lake, we are also reflecting more widely on long-term solutions 
to improve the flow of traffic and meets the needs of citizens, 
 allowing them to easily access the areas surrounding the lake. After 
experimentation with 3 new cycle routes during summer 2020, a large 
consultation on mobility has been jointly organised by the town and 
the conurbation for this autumn, bringing together the relevant players 
(citizens, organisations, collectivities, businesses, etc.) in order to 
reflect and create together new perspectives on soft mobility between 
now and summer 2021. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION  www.annecy.fr

THE ZEN WAY TO GET TO THE MOUNTAINS THIS WINTER

To make the most of your day in the resort, what could be better 
than leaving your car in the town centre and being driven there?  
SIBRA (Urban Transport in Greater Annecy) offers winter bus routes 
linking the town centre with the family resort of Semnoz, with 2 routes 
providing 12 outward journeys and 10 return journeys, which is a bus 
every 30 minutes departing from the railway station. The Plateau 
Historique des Glières at 1,440 m altitude is also accessible with 1 route 
and 3 return journeys per day. Launched last winter, more than 21,000 
people have been able to benefit from these new services.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION  
Prices and information on www.sibra.fr/lignes-d-hiver-semnoz-glieres 

03 SOFT
MOBILITY 

The cycle route 
around the lake is 
one of the most 
popular routes with 
1 million cyclists  
per year.
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STRINGART AT SAINT-EUSTACHE 

Marjorie is the creator of Stringart. Art that combines wood, 
nails, different threads and various accessories, depending 
on the inspiration, with the goal of creating outline pictures 
on any type of support: solid wood, rare wood, bark, veneer 
and even coloured surfaces, using melamine. From the age of 
7, Marjorie was already attending the art school in Annecy. 
Always having been multi-skilled, almost four years ago she 
developed her company Louve, meaning she-wolf.  
What does she like best? The unique relationship she has with 
her clients, the creation of unique products for events, such as 
weddings, restaurant menus (The Craic – Annecy) and interior 
design. Requests are diverse for this young woman located 
above Lake Annecy, an address to visit as soon as you can.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
From €39 | www.louve-stringart.com NATI: CUSTOM-MADE CLOTHING IN VILLAZ 

Welcome to Nathalie’s world. After a career as a 
seamstress, Nathalie decided to try her luck with her 
own brand in 2017: Nati - creations of a dreamer. 
Women’s clothing created with a passion for the 
profession, in a blended style with various nuances and 
cultures, a “nomad dressmaking” style, a mind open to 
influences from various other cultures: from the beauty 
and charm of Annecy to Andalusia where the light 
captivates... Two horizons that inspire a sharing and 
blending of influences. All her creations are made in her 
cosy little chalet in Villaz: patterns, shaping, sketches, 
prototypes, finishing her creations.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
From €125 | https://creationati.fr

DOUCEUR DU LAC 
LAKE ANNECY NATURAL AND ORGANIC COSMETICS

Douyna Meguerditchian is at the head of this young, responsible 
cosmetics company, whose offices are located in Duingt.  
After working in textile sales, Dounya wanted a change of direction 
and dedicated herself to her first passion: the world of cosmetics. 
In 2018, Dounya created her company, to meet the needs of her 
clientèle, to whom she has listened carefully from the start. The 
Douceur du Lac products are all made with natural ingredients that 
are good for the body and the skin: argan oil, raspberry, apple, 
and even bamboo. Douceurs du Lac is a brand that is responsible 
and organic, with products that have not been tested on animals, 
that are made in France, and use recyclable packaging.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
From €12.50 | Lip balm | www.douceurdulac.com

TAKE ME TO ANNECY 
SOUVENIRS OF THE MOMENT 

“Take me to Annecy” is the brand inspired and led  
by the passion of Romy, symbolising a traditional way of life.  
The thirty year old leading this young start-up wants to create 
trendy souvenirs. Her target market? Not only holiday-makers, 
but also locals and all age groups. Take me to Annecy does not 
function as a collection, but includes “good basics” to avoid mass 
consumption, advocating “ethical purchasing” at accessible 
prices. T-shirts and sweatshirts are made in 100% organic cotton 
certified GOTS & Oeko Tex. The products are made in 
Bangladesh with the goal of helping this country develop via 
the creation of paid jobs (Certification Bangladesh Fairway 
Foundation). Embroidery and screen printing around the Annecy 
area. Explore the store in Annecy’s old town. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
T-shirt: from €25 | 3 Quai de L’Ile 74000 Annecy | 
takemetoannecy.shop
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LES FRÈRES LUNETIERS 
BESPOKE PRODUCTS EVEN INCLUDE GLASSES!

Jules & Igor are the Frères Lunetiers! Glasses are a real part 
of their family history! At the end of 2014, the two brothers 
took over the family business, then under the name LISSAC, 
which had belonged to their father since 1995. Attentive to 
details, since 1st January 2020, they have undertaken to use 
their expertise to create the perfect pair of spectacles for 
each of their clients, by making bespoke glasses. 
Today, the frames are made in Italy by Mazzucchelli, 
but during 2021 they also want to develop a partnership with 
a local producer (as they did with the hinges that are made 
in Oyonnax). Their goal? To offer several price ranges for 
everyone! 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
From €399 per frame | 
freres-lunetiers-annecy.business.site

GILLES GIACOMOTTI
THE ARTIST OF THE “BLEUS DU LAC”...

Born in Geneva, a native of Annecy, Gilles Giacomotti 
graduated from the Dijon École Nationale Supérieure 
des Beaux Arts in 1987, moved to the US in 1994 and 
began his artistic career in New York. Work on flooring, 
wall panels, furniture and more recently using the 
“woodenrug”, these are all concepts he has developed. 
In love with his lake and mountains, 
he is known locally for his “Bleus du Lac” series. With 
these works, Gilles Giacomotti revisits the most beautiful 
shores of the lake. This autumn, in partnership with the 
store Organdi Home Décoration and Carole Giraudon, 
he is launching a collection of panoramic wallpapers  
of the “Bleus du Lac”. A meditative view of the lake 
that anyone can contemplate from home and be 
inspired to imagine their own inner journey.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.giacomotti.fr | www.lesbleusdulac.com

TRADITIONAL SKI MAKER ... MADE IN ANNECY 

After his first business experience in the Swiss watch-making 
sector, Victor decided, at the age of 27, to combine his job 
and his passion for alpine skiing with his commitment to the 
excellence of French craftsmanship Therefore, in 2018, he created 
the company Marcel Livet: elegant wooden skis, whose 
manufacture respects tradition and craftsmanship, and always 
strives for excellence. Marcel Livet skis combine modern high-
performance technology with traditional manual craftsmanship, 
to create skis that are elegant and unique. The Annecy ski brand 
today has 9 different products. 

highlight It is possible to personalise the skis (up to 25 
characters). 400 pairs were produced last winter.    

Marcel Livet, an historic heritage: manager of the Club Alpin 
Français from 1927, Marcel Livet was also a member of the French 
National Committee, alongside M. Herzog notably. A member of 
the Himalayas committee for more than 10 years, he was a key 
player in the preparations for the 3rd French expedition to the 
Himalayas in 1951, to conquer Nanda Devi. Victor Edouard, his 
great grandson, continues his passion for the mountains.

On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the first Himalayan 
ascent, Marcel Livet skis partnered with the brand LIP. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
From €800 (without bindings) | www.marcel-livet.fr
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MIDGET CAVE À MANGER 
IN ANNECY TOWN CENTRE 

Carine and Benjamin put down their suitcases in 
Annecy town centre last July with a shared desire: to open 
a place that would allow them to combine their past 
business experience and create a lively atmosphere 
throughout the day: Midget, a “cave à manger”.  
This place is a wine bar, and also a wine cellar selling 
to individuals, and so it is bustling throughout the day. 
A wine bar, with a warm atmosphere, it currently stocks 
more than 100 different wines that Benjamin and Carine 
have selected themselves directly from wine growers  
from all over France. These are products chosen with taste 
and according to a precise criteria: “Natural” wines, 
biodynamic wines, organic wines or those without 
sulphites, dishes to share as an accompaniment, all based 
on local and seasonal produce: Maison Baud, Jardin du 
Salève and Ceux qui Sèment, Atelier des Mozzarelas.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.midget.fr | Open every day, except Tuesday 
and Wednesday, from 11:00am to 11:00pm | Quai Madame 
de Warrens, 9 rue Royale Annecy

05CULINARY 
 MATTERS 

— THE NEW 
ADDRESSES —  
NOT TO BE MISSED

LOOKING FOR A GOURMET ADDRESS?
HEAD FOR CHEZ GASTON!

After making his Liegeois recipe for 
waffles known in Columbia, Simon 
decided to set up in Annecy with the 
ambition of bringing his delicious 
family-made ice-creams as well as his 
tasty sweet and savoury Liegeois 
waffles to the residents here. Starting 
his business in 2019 with a scooter, he 
opened his shop in Annecy town centre 
in January 2020 where it is also 
possible to have lunch and tea. His 
goal: to create a quality product from 
a taste point of view (use of real fruit, 
no powder and no artificial flavour)  
and from a nutritional point of view 
(no colourings, additives, preservatives). 
Chez Gaston’s vanilla ice-cream was 
voted the 3rd best vanilla ice-cream 
in France by Gault & Millau (out of 
a selection of 50 ice-creams). 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.chezgastonannecy.com |  
From €2.80 (waffles and ice-cream) | 
Open 7 days a week, from 10:00am 
to 9:00pm. Possible to eat lunch. 
10 rue du Paquier Annecy | 

IRMA - BRASSERIE BOCUSE
ANNECY-LE-VIEUX

A return to the source for Maison Bocuse which has taken 
up residence in the Albigny area, facing Lake Annecy.  
A brasserie with the expertise of Maison Bocuse and a 
known and recognised guarantee of quality (with fresh, 
local produce). At the head of this initiative and the 
brasseries is Jérôme Bocuse who, since 2015, has been 
working with Paul-Maurice Morel. Together they perpetuate 
the quality and high standards that are at the height of the 
tradition started by the founder Paul Bocuse. New for this 
Annecy business: a wider offer than Parisian or Lyonnais 
brasseries, with the option to order take-away food.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.brasseries-bocuse.com | 
Open: 7 days a week, for lunch and dinner

FISHMONGERS LES CONTES DE LA MER 

A unique concept for Annecy town centre: a living space where you can also 
buy your fresh fish, seafood products, taste simple quick dishes, browse 
the deli, or simply come and drink a coffee in the morning. Les Contes de la 
Mer is also an eco-friendly bet: respect for the species and their reproduction 
times, a responsible approach to waste and the scourge of plastic. Each fish 
is prepared so that it can be eaten in its entirety. The products are packaged 
in recyclable containers. Glass recipients are also offered in the style  
of the deposits used in former times... To take back each time you visit. 
Yoann Conte, who heads the 2 Michelin star restaurant on the lake, is the 
captain of this boat with his wife and various passionate sailors such as Éric, 
the fish specialist.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.lescontesdelamer.com | Tuesday to Thursday: 7:00am to 9:00pm, Friday 
and Saturday: 7:00am to 9:30pm, Sunday: 7am to 12:30pm | 38 avenue du 
Parmelan Annecy
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WINE TASTING ABBAYE DE TALLOIRES  
Charly, president of the Savoie Alpes Bugey Sommelier association

Head for an iconic place on Lake Annecy: the Abbaye de Talloires.  
A thousand-year-old site, located in the Baie de Talloires, this former 
monastery has also been home to various artists and personalities, 
from Paul Cézanne to Jean Reno. As well as a rich historical offering, 
from his 4-star hotel to his gourmet restaurant, Charly, the chef 
sommelier has opened the doors to one of the best lakeside wine 
cellars... Revealing the wine history of all the French regions and 
their renowned wines, this historic wine cellar in the Abbey 
contains unexpected treasures. Under Charly’s guidance, guests  
will fall under the spell of his expertise as alchemist, historian and 
geographer of the wine-growing areas. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.abbaye-talloires.com | €45/person

TEA ROOM LE PACCARD GOURMAND

The Musée des Cloches Paccard (Sevrier) is diversifying 
the offering it provides to visitors. To complement the 
unmissable visit to the Paccard foundry, which since 1796 
has made more than 120,000 bells, a new 170m2 cosy and 
elegant space was created in July 2020:  the Musée 
Paccard café and tea room. Joining with local partners 
(Cocoa Valley, Biscuits Bio de Savoie, Le Panier à Café to 
mention just a few...), this space also has the interesting 
feature of being open onto the new auditorium.  
A window provides the opportunity for clients to discover, 
over a coffee, the talents of Anne Paccard during her  
Ars Sonora concerts combining singing and bell-ringing. 
A unique concept of musical sculpture created by 
Fonderie Paccard, at the beginning of the third millennium 
by Anne and Philippe Paccard, the singer and the founder 
of the bell foundry…

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.musee-paccard.com | From €12 for a guided tour

REGALOCAL HAVE LOCAL PRODUCTS DELIVERED
NEAR YOUR HOME

Maxime grew up near Annecy, then after his studies 
left for Lyon where he joined a Social and Fair Trade 
cooperative for 3 years. He was already working towards 
responsible consumption. Inspired by his passion for 
entrepreneurship, he decided to create his own company that 
would reflect his values: to work for the environment while also 
using good products by working with local producers! Thus, 
driven by the Initiative Grand Annecy, he created the possibility 
of having local products delivered to your company, your home 
or to a central delivery point in the Annecy area: including dairy 
products, fruits & veg, savoury products, meat, wellness 
products and drinks…

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.regalocal.fr

L’ESQUISSE *
STÉPHANE DATTRINO

Michelin star set menus for only €28 
from Stéphane Dattrino in the heart of 
Annecy. The chef and his wife wanted 
to continue the initiative during 
lockdown, and vary menus with the 
seasons. Can be ordered on Friday for 
Saturday. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.esquisse-annecy.fr | Menus to be 
collected between 9:30 to 11:00 on 
Saturdays

L’AUBERGE DU PÈRE BISE** 
JEAN SULPICE  

Thanks to a quarantine project, Jean Sulpice, chef  
at the 2 Michelin star Auberge du Père Bise, worked 
to improve his “take away” offerings. Set menus or 
single dishes, varying each week, can be ordered 
before 6pm the night before: these can be ordered 
online and collected from the Auberge’s shop.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.perebise.com |  
Menus: starter, main course, dessert: €36 |  
Shop open:Monday and Tuesday from 10:00am to 
6:30pm and Wednesday to Sunday from 10:00am 
to 8:00pm

— THE 
NEW 
DELICIOUS
OFFERS —

— GOURMET 
TAKEAWAYS —

CULINARY 
 MATTERS 
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ENJOY BRUNCH WITH YOUR TOES IN THE WATER
THIS WINTER AT CLOS MARCEL 

Head for the commune of Duingt to enjoy Sunday in a unique, 
calming atmosphere. Le Clos Marcel, a former family hotel,  
was renovated in 2010 into a unique, forward-looking venue.  
Pure lines: glass, wood and metal... elements that provide 
a spectacular view over the lake. This four-star hotel and 
restaurant with lakeside views provides a unique setting where 
Lionel, Odile and Candice welcome their clients on Sunday 
mornings for “brunch at the counter” buffet style with  
only fresh and local products, accompanied by a glass  
of champagne.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
10:30am to 3:00pm | €48 per person | www.closmarcel.fr

CULINARY  
 MATTERS 

L’AUBERGE SUR-LES-BOIS 
ANNECY-LE-VIEUX

Daniel Barratier has taken a new 
direction in gastronomy. Due to 
the pandemic, the restaurant chef  
at the Auberge Sur-les-Bois wanted 
to find a new direction for his 
restaurant. He put an end to the 
differentiated “gastronomic” versus 
“bistro” offerings, and there is now  
a single menu, for a “bistronomic” 
restaurant, where Daniel is enjoying 
himself: local produce, seasonal 
produce, always based around fish, 
shell fish, typically popular dishes, 
which regularly change according  
to what is available. To (re)discover!

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.rest-surlesbois.com/fr 

— NOT TO BE 
MISSED —

— A CHANGE 
IN DIRECTION  
FOR SOME —
RESTAURANT-OWNERS 
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LOCAL BEER WITH A WOODY TASTE 
LA BIÈRE DES ALPES

Under the umbrella brand, Mélange des Alpes, on 15 July Florent 
and Augustin added the Bière des Alpes to their range of original 
products, which include Mon Génép and Rhum Maison. These 
partners have joined with Julien from Le Baigneur mico-brewery 
in Annecy to “brew in their way” with the original recipe  
“La Boréale”. A craft beer using water from our mountains, this 
is a refined and refreshing lager with wheat notes and a little 
spruce bark. The plus point of this beer? It comes in a 33 cl and 
2 L bottle, to enjoy with friends. On the packaging, you can read 
the 5 good reasons to drink this Bière des Alpes. Around 10,000 L 
of beer will be brewed between now and the end of December. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.melangesdesalpes.com  

MÉMÉ ALWAYS WITH YOU!

After creating Boissons Mémé inspired by 
Lake Annecy: healthy drinks based around 
Matcha green tea and organic tree sap, 
Caroline has launched the latest in the 
Mémé family. Gummies: little sweets made 
of acacia gum and matcha green tea in 
three tastes: lemon, ginger or mint, that  
you can carry with you. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.boissons-meme.com 
From €3.50 / box of Gummies

CULINARY 
 MATTERS 

— MADE
IN ANNECY —

AN AGRO-ECOLOGICAL FARM 
IN THEHEART OF THE TOWN OF ANNECY 

A former horticultural centre in the town of Annecy, today more 
than 3000 m2 of land is in the hands of Sylvain Leroux, previously  
a quality manager now turned urban market gardener for the 
organisation Ceux qui Sèment. After the lockdown, Sylvain achieved 
the launch of his greenhouse production. Six greenhouses currently 
have crops growing, with two more to be added by the end of 
September. He also has 1500 m2 of outside garden. 
His objective is to produce farm produce that is healthy both for 
the earth and humans at a low cost for the local population.
In this way, he is trying to prove a viable economic model for 
responsible and sustainable small-scale agriculture. Eggs, honey, 
plants for the vegetable garden, fruit and flowers will be added  
to the offerings in early 2021.
Sylvain has already charmed various restaurant owners, Auberge 
Sous les Bois and Cheval à Bascule and also Clos des Sens***, 
and also Granny Smith with his natural produce. 
In this vein, he has launched an educational focus and is preparing 
cooking workshops in the autumn called “de la Grelinette à 
l’Assiette” (from the broadfork to the plate): weekly events allowing 
people to discover and learn how to prepare a dish with a vegetable 
from the garden (from harvest to preparation) with a different chef 
from the Annecy area each time. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
49 avenue des Barattes, 74000 Annecy | Retail sales and boxes 
available by pre-order via SMS, on Fridays from 4:00pm to 7:30pm 
and Saturdays from 10:00am to midday | Booking for cookery 
workshops by telephone or via social networks - +33(0)7 71 56 41 69
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CHOCOLATE MAKING IN VILLAZ 
COCOA VALLEY 

From plantation to finished chocolate bar, Serges 
and Carine are behind the history of Cocoa Valley. 
After acquiring land in Sanki in Cameroon, Serges’ 
home country, they decided to continue Serges’ 
family tradition as producers, but this time in a new 
area: the cocoa tree plantation and by creating their  
own product from beginning to end. Chocolate 
making, yes, but also with an eco-responsible 
process, which means no pesticide and no chemical 
fertiliser. It was important to them to be able  
to create jobs in Cameroon and pay a fair wage.  
Today there is a team of 23 employees all year  
round, increasing to 158 during the harvest, who 
work on the 70,000 trees in their two plantations.  
Serges and Carine’s wish is to make chocolate 
with an authentic taste without adding any  
artificial flavours, and trying to limit the recipes to 
6 ingredients. Their latest new product is raw 
chocolate –where the cocoa bean has not been 
roasted. Cocoa Valley is now working with various 
chefs on personalised recipes and also with 
restaurant owners in the Annecy area.  

NB The products are currently undergoing the organic 
certification process and a new production site, in the 
Annecy area, will soon be opened to meet growing 
demand. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.cocoavalley.fr | From €4.20 for a bar 
2720 route de la Fillière Villaz 

CULINARY  
 MATTERS 

— MADE
IN ANNECY —

CHRIS & OLIVE AOP OLIVE OIL THAT’S NOT TO BE MISSED

Chris & Olive, is the story of two brothers. Christophe and Olivier, 
did not plan on creating a craft oil business in Menthon-Saint-
Bernard. One was an aeronautical engineer, the other an executive in 
the banking sector, when a serious accident caused them to rethink 
life. They made a decision. Olivier decided to change direction and 
he invited his brother to join the adventure.  
The starting point? Their mum’s house in Greece and her Garden 
of Eden (olives, pomegranates and oranges). An olive picked by hand 
from which the family would press the best oil. Today, the two 
brothers have become olive oil producers and have succeeded in 
creating several ranges of AOP ripe, green olive oil, with the goal 
of making olive oil accessible to all. The plus point: ‘Chris & Olive’ olive 
oil is referenced among the 20 best olive oils in the northern 
hemisphere and has won gold medals in London and silver in Los 
Angeles in agricultural competitions. Today, they work with Yoann 
Conte**, Jean Sulpice**, Florian Favario*, the restaurants la Boussole, 
La Rotonde and l’Auberge Sous le Bois… The products can be 
purchased online or at the Bluffy farmers’ market. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
chrisetolive.fr | From €12

Christophe 

& Olivier
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06 THE ECONOMY, 
A LAND 
OF SUCCESS

31   

INITIATIVE GRAND ANNECY
The essential network to create your business! 

For 20 years, the Initiative Grand Annecy (IGA) has revealed the potential 
of entrepreneurs and has generated successful companies in Haute-Savoie! 
IGA is an organisation that finances and supports entrepreneurs who will lead the 
economy of the future, by selecting 100 companies per year to support from many 
applications submitted. According to the data, 94% of these companies are continuing 
to thrive 3 years after their launch and 78% 5 years after their launch, such as Midget, 
Racine and Cocoa Valley in the Annecy area. Thanks to IGA, company creators, buyers 
and developers benefit from support that is 100% free of charge. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
generateurdereussite.com 

PORTRAIT HUGUES DEVRIES
Custodian of the Gardens of the Château de Menthon Saint Bernard

Several years ago, Hugues left the daily grind of his job as an 
executive to live his real passion: permaculture. Today, he 
organises seminars and workshops in large companies to help 
them “go green”... Encouraging a reconnection with nature 
and reflection using the plants at the Château de Menthon 
Saint Bernard.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.chateau-de-menthon.com

RÉZO DES FONDUS

Le Rézo des Fondus is the leading professional social network 
covering the department. At its head: Claire Gadroit, mother 
to this beautiful baby who will be one in October! Her philosophy? 
To combine the power of the digital and the magic of the physical 
connection, all locally. A gamble that has paid off, as Le Rézo 
 des Fondus now has more than 1,200 members via 4 channels:  
a social network, around 20 events per year, a publication:  
le Mag des Fondus and a specific support process:  
Nos fondus ont du talent.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
www.rezodesfondus.com 
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—OF FESTIVALS 
SPORTING 
& CULTURAL EVENTS* —
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10 AND 11 OCTOBER
FRENCH STAND UP PADDLE CHAMPIONSHIPS

TALLOIRES
alpinelakestour.com

31 OCTOBER MAXI NIGHT 
SEMNOZ
In pairs or solo – Departure from the 
summit of Semnoz at the end of the 
day for this semi-independent night 
time trail, with the goal of getting to 
Lake Annecy by covering 42km with 
a 1,600m ascent and 2,850m descent, 
taking little known summits and trails. 
www.maxi-night.fr

13, 14 & 15 NOVEMBER I.D. D’ART 
ANNECY-LE-VIEUX
For 11 years now this has been the event 
for artisans and creators from Lyon, 
Annecy and Colmar. More than 250 
exhibitors are selected from the 3 
towns. A springboard for young brands, 
these events attract a large number of 
loyal and knowledgeable attendees.
id-dart.com

14 NOVEMBER  
LA NUIT EUROPÉENNE DES MUSÉES 

ANNECY
www.annecy.fr

FROM 20 NOVEMBER TO 3 JANUARY
LE NOËL DES ALPES 
(CHRISTMAS IN THE ALPS)

ANNECY
Christmas markets, concerts, dances, 
shows, storytelling, decoration-making 
workshops, games, outdoor ice-
skating, parades, and even sound and 
light shows on the front of the Hôtel 
de Ville are all on the programme for 
Christmas in the Alps, providing great 
fun for children and adults alike.
 www.annecy.fr

14 TO 20 DECEMBER
BIATHLON WORLD CUP 

ANNECY – LE GRAND-BORNAND
4th edition of the Biathlon world cup 
in the Sylvie Becaert stadium in 
Grand-Bornand. The French 
competition ground for the Biathlon 
world cup, three successful rounds 
of which have already taken place in 
2013, 2017 and 2019, marked by media 
and popular success with a record 
attendance in 2019 with more than 
61,539 fans crowded into the Sylvie 
Becaert international stadium over 
four days.
www.biathlon-annecy-legrandbornand.com

1ST DECEMBER FOIRE SAINT ANDRÉ 
ANNECY
Still going strong after five centuries, 
the traditional Foire de la Saint André 
fair, with 1,100 traders and 5.5km of 
stalls, will once again attract tens  
of thousands of shoppers on the hunt 
for bargains.
 www.annecy.fr

FROM 19 TO 20 DECEMBER 
MARCHÉ DES ARTISTES (ARTISTS’ MARKET) 

ANNECY
Fast track your Christmas presents by 
buying works of art. Original, quality 
pieces and limited editions! 10:00am-
midnight on 19th and 10:00am-6:00pm 
on 20th. 
artbyfriends.com

FROM 28 TO 30 JANUARY
CLASSICAL VARIATIONS 

ANNECY
This unmissable classical music festival 
is habitually programmed during the 
summer period and this year has been 
incorporated into the Bonlieu National 
Theatre programme for the first time. 
This new format is linked to the artist 
Lambert Wilson. Around ten concerts 
have been programmed. 
www.variations-classiques.com

FROM 26 TO 28 FEBRUARY 
VENETIAN CARNIVAL 

ANNECY
Hundreds of masked people stroll 
slowly around the streets of Annecy  
in complete freedom as they pose  
and parade, mingling on the carnival 
stages. Lots of photographers come  
in search of the perfect shot, capturing 
the costumes in a rainbow of colours. 
Aria74.fr

23 JANUARY THE GLAGLA RACE
ANNECY
The 8th edition of this winter paddle 
race on Lake Annecy. More than  
650 participants from more than 25 
countries are expected. 3 race formats: 
6Km, 15km and the “Technical Race”. 
https://glaglarace.com

30 JANUARY 
TRAIL BLANC DU SEMNOZ 

SEMNOZ
The 14th edition of this 11.5km snow trail 
(460m ascent). A late afternoon start 
allows runners to admire a magnificent 
sunset from the summit of Semnoz. 
www.trailblancdusemnoz.fr

14 DECEMBER WATER FAMILYS DAYS 
ANNECY
2nd edition during the three UN 
International days (International 
Mountain Day, World Rivers Day, 
World Oceans Day), which brings 
communities together around water, 
which is rare and precious, from 
mountains to oceans! Raising 
awareness, workshops, solution 
sharing, to answer a fundamental 
question: how to preserve the 1% of 
fresh water available on earth for the 
7.7 billion inhabitants? 
waterfamily.org

23 OCTOBER UGH UGH UGH EVENT 
ANNECY
Collaborative evening with the 
organisation UGH UGH UGH around 
snowboarding, with video projections 
and exhibitions, from 7:00pm to 
midnight. 
artbyfriends.com

FROM 7 NOVEMBER TO 20 DECEMBER 
EXHIBITION “Ô LACS!” 

THORENS GLIÈRES 
A collective thematic exhibition that 
presents the lakeside from different 
perspectives (the lake seen from 
above and from afar, from close up 
and from inside). Workshops, visits 
and opportunities to meet ecological 
specialists. The exhibition space 
Phil’Arts has the goal of democratising 
modern and contemporary art in a 
rural setting. Discover the Annecy 
artist Gilles Giacomotti.

UNTIL 12 OCTOBER
EXHIBITION: “PASSÉ À LA LOUPE”
ENQUÊTE SUR LES TRÉSORS 
ROMAINS D’ANNECY 

MUSÉE CHÂTEAU ANNECY  
The exhibition presents archaeology 
today, a multi-disciplinary science that 
has evolved over time. More than 400 
archaeological objects discovered in 
the new commune of Annecy illustrate 
the diversity of approaches. This is the 
first time that the Musée-Château 
d’Annecy and the Haute-Savoie 
department have collaborated to invite 
us to discover unexpected riches of 
Roman Annecy.  
www.annecy.fr

* given the current situation, certain event details may be subject to change.
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BY TRAIN
ANNECY-PARIS TGV LINE 
Direct (3 hours 40) - 5 to 7 times 
per day 
Coach connections 
• Cars Crolard, bus station 
Info +33 (0)4 50 02 00 11

HOSPITALITY AND
PRESS TRIPS

CREATED WITH
OUR PARTNERS   

ACCESS 
AND LOCATION

BY ROAD
A41 MOTORWAY 
Direct to Annecy 
towards Chambéry/Lyon/
Grenoble/Genève

 A40 MOTORWAY
30km from Annecy 
towards Paris via Bourg-en-Bresse

BY PLANE
International airports served 
by the various regular and low-cost 
airlines.

GENEVA: 44 KM FROM ANNECY
Info (+41) 22 717 71 11 
www.gva.ch
Coach link directly from Genève-
Annecy airport in 1 hour
• Transdev 
Info +33 (0)4 50 51 08 51 
transdevhautesavoie.com 

LYON - SAINT-EXUPÉRY:  
125KM FROM ANNECY
Info 0826 800 826 
www.lyonaeroports.com

ANNECY MONT-BLANC 
AIRPORT:  
13 MINUTES FROM ANNECY 
(Business tourism 
and leisure) 
Info +33 (0)4 50 322 322 
www.annecy.aeroport.fr

KEY DATA  
FROM THE ANNECY MOUNTAIN AREA

SPORTS & OUTDOOR 

4 snow parks 

1 biathlon stadium 

5 via ferrata sites 

3 lake fishing sites  

200,000 
The number of 
paraglider and deltaplane 
flights per year in the 
Annecy Mountain area  

Land of champions  

Edgar Grospiron (Olympic champion 
and triple world champion in mogul 
skiing), Tessa Worley (quadruple world 
champion in alpine skiing), Candide 
Thovex (world champion in freestyle 

skiing), Clémentine Lucine (multiple world 
champion and record holder in water skiing), 
Seiko Fukuoka-Naville (world champion in 
paragliding), Morgane Charre (world champion 
in downhill mountain biking), Stéphane Tourreau 
(international silver-medallist in freediving), 
Benjamin Daviet (six times Paralympic medallist 
in nordic skiing, including 3 gold medals), Loïc 
Collomb-Patton (world champion in freeride 
skiing).

18  
It the number 
of passes to explore 
by road bike

Altitude 
320m for the lowest altitude 
& 2,750m for the highest point 
in the area (Pointe Percée, 
in Grand-Bornand) 

1,467km of hiking routes 

8 canyoning sites 

20 climbing sites 

3 potholing sites  

8 Skate parks 

270km 
alpine ski pistes 

270km 
cross-country ski pistes

ACCOMMODATION & FOOD
OUR HERITAGE 
& NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT

10.2 million 
Number of overnight 
tourist stays 

142,500 
tourist beds  
in the Annecy Mountain area

including 50,700 
tourist beds 
in Grand Annecy

11 Michelin stars in the area 
Laurent Petit (3), Marc Veyrat (2), Jean Sulpice (2), 
Yoann Conte (2), Florian Favario (1), Stéphane Dattrino (1) 6 

5-star hotels
17 
4 star hotels  

2 historic sites 
and sites remembering the Resistance: 
Plateau des Glières & Morette

Lake  
Annecy 

Average depth: 41m  
Maximum depth: 81m 
Length of shoreline: 40km

Reblochon 
cheese 

130 farms 
10 cheese workshops 
5,200 cows

6 million Reblochon cheeses per year

2 nature 
reserves  

1 Geopark  
The Bauges regional 
national park (with 
UNESCO Global 
Geopark status 2020) 

3 bearded vulture couples 
living and breeding in the 
Massif des Bornes-Aravis

7 Natura 2000 sites 
Annecy Mountains 
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PRESS CONTACTS

LAKE ANNECY TOURISM OFFICE
Louise-Adélaïde Selle

+33 6 77 35 96 54 / +33 4 50 45 00 61
presse@lac-annecy.com

Bonlieu, 1 rue Jean Jaurès, 74000 Annecy, France
www.lac-annecy.com

AOP | AGENCE OLIVIA PAYERNE
Anaïs Alaurent 

+33 4 38 80 36 84 / +33 6 63 35 34 64
a.alaurent@agence-op.fr

5 avenue de la Mandallaz, 74000 Annecy, France
www.agenceoliviapayerne.com

 
Twitter: @PRlacannecy

Facebook: lacannecy.tourisme
Blog: www.ilakeannecy.com

 

Press zone at: 

Born in Geneva, a native of Annecy, lover of its lake and mountains,  
GILLES GIACOMOTTI revisits the most beautiful shores of the lake.  

His paintings are tinted with intense blues, colours dear to the artist, which 
invite us to contemplation. The landscapes hold reminiscences of a childhood 
spent on the shores of Lake Annecy and convey the attachment that the artist 

holds for this colourful town. 
From one bank to another, he explores the most beautiful sites, the loveliest 
views, capturing the light, the contours, the reflections, the atmosphere, and 
translates the identity of the place into paint, in particular the beauty of the 

lake and mountains in Annecy, the artist’s home.

www.lesbleusdulac.com


